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Snetterton 300

The final UK round of the Saker Challenge was held at Snetterton, 
which also hosted the first UK round, back in May. However, on 
this occasion, the Sakers were going to take part in four, half hour 
races, for the first time, on the new 300 circuit layout.

Qualifying on Saturday morning, was a twenty five minute session 
and the fastest times were recorded in the first flying laps of the 
session. Steve Harris logged an amazing time of 2:02:212, which 
stood for the rest of the session and handed him pole position, 
with Wheeldon alongside him on the front row and Carannante 
and Rose making up the second row. Mark Poole led the invitation 
class entries in 6th position, with a time of 2:06:218 in his BMW 
M3.

The first race of the weekend for the Sakers was the last of 
Saturday’s races. The rolling start saw Wheeldon gain a slight 
advantage approaching Riches, but Harris doggedly held his line 
and kept first place on the run down to Montreal. Wheeldon 
misjudged his approach to the hairpin on cold tyres and Rose 
took the advantage, getting a better drive up to Palmer, where he 
snatched 2nd place from Wheeldon. The Chevron GR8 driven by 
Ray Grimes in the invitation class had made a good start, moving 
ahead of the Saker of Burton, Poole’s M3 and Spencer’s 
LM3000 up to 4th place.

By the end of lap one, the leading three Sakers had a six second 
advantage over the Chevron. By the third lap, the Chevron 
dropped to 7th place as the Spirit Fitness/Team O’BR Saker of 
Burton moved up to 4th, closely followed by Poole’s BMW M3. 
But, the three leading Sakers of Harris, Rose and Wheeldon were 
eighteen seconds ahead and stretching their lead. Poole overtook 
Burton on lap four and moved into 4th place. For the next seven 
laps, the gap between Harris and Rose in 1st and 2nd respec-
tively, fluctuated a little, but remained less than a second, with 
Wheeldon 2.5 seconds behind, but a huge forty seconds ahead of 
4th place, as the leaders put in blisteringly consistent 2:02 laps.

By lap twelve, Rose had closed to within 2-tenths of Harris and 
Wheeldon was only one second behind. The three leaders had 
lapped Spencer’s Prosport LM3000 in the invitation class, who 
was suffering a lack of power and was way off the pace. On the 
final lap, Wheeldon spun out on the exit of Hamilton, but rejoined 
to finish in 3rd place. Harris took the victory by 0.3 seconds over 
Rose.

Race two took place first thing on Sunday morning and the 
overnight rain had left a damp track. Harris led the first tentative 
lap, as the drivers all struggled to warm their slicks, but by the 
end of lap two, a dry line had started to appear at some parts of 
the track and the three leaders of Harris, Wheeldon and Rose 
had stretched out a lead of five seconds over Burton, in the Team 
OBR car in 4th place. 

On lap three, Wheeldon spun on the exit to Riches, gifting 2nd 
place to Rose and 3rd place to Burton. By lap four, Wheeldon had 
taken Burton to regain 3rd place and on lap five, with a six second 
lead, Harris lost control on the exit from the Bomb Hole and went 
way off the circuit. He rejoined in 4th place, seventeen seconds 
off the lead, leaving Rose with a nine second lead over Wheeldon 
in 2nd. Poole was leading the invitation class, but was struggling 
for grip, eighty three seconds behind Rose. The Chevron GR8 of 
Nick Jarvis had made the wrong tyre choice, starting on wets and 
had to pit for slicks. The lack of a consistent dry line was causing 
problems, but Harris and Wheeldon were putting in faster lap 
times, Wheeldon making nine seconds on Rose in three laps and 
Harris being two seconds quicker than anyone. 
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ROUND DATE RACE LENGTH VENUE

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

10th April

29th May

11th/12th June

25th/26th June

30th July

13th/14th August

17th/18th Sept

30th October

2 x 1 hour

2 x 1 hour

2 x 30 minutes

2 x 1 hour

2 x 1 hour

2 x 1 hour

2 x 1 hour

2 x 1 hour

Zandvoort

Snetterton 200

Spa

Anglesey

Oulton Park

Brands Hatch

Snetterton 300

Zandvoort

(Double Header)

(Double Header)

(World Final)
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Tim Wheeldon loved his Saker
test at Snetterton so much that
we hardly saw him all day,
he just kept going!

Mark Burton tested his new
Saker for the first time and
was extremely happy with
the performance.

Jan Lammers, ex Le Mans winner and F1 racer, etc etc etc
 
12 laps each, (first para – add each)
 
Para four Touring Car lookalikes, (add comma)
 
 
Started together, but separately (remove and and replace with but)
 
down the road (should be down the track).

The Saker races were great fun to watch.

“There were may on-track battles.”
 
Can I changed the second one to “The Sakers triumphed at the front of the pack.”
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By lap ten, Poole’s lap times in his BMW M3 were approaching 
those of the leaders and he led the invitation class, albeit ten 
seconds behind the lead group of Sakers. By lap twelve, Rose led 
by two seconds from Wheeldon, who was only a couple of tenths 
ahead of Harris. Wheeldon had not seen Harris spin earlier and 
had assumed that Harris had pitted with a problem and was a lap 
down. A garbled radio signal meant that he thought his pit crew 
had confirmed this, so Wheeldon decided not to challenge Harris 
for track position. Two laps later when the chequered flag went 
out, Wheeldon was dismayed to learn that he had finished in 3rd 
place, not 2nd, behind Rose and Harris. Mark Poole’s BMW M3 
won the invitation class.

The 3rd and 4th races of the weekend were to be combined, as 
in previous rounds: the result of race three would decide the grid 
order for race four. The win was taken by Steve Harris, followed 
by Wheeldon and Burton.

The start of the 4th race was delayed for ten minutes as the 
Marshals tried to remove oil from the track which ran from 
Brundle right the way through Coram. Rose, who was starting at 
the back of the grid, made a blistering start, moving up to 4th 
place by turn one. On the 2nd lap, Mark Burton, ahead of Rose, 
was cautious of the oil at the Esses and Rose took his opportunity 
to overtake him under braking. He was now behind Harris and 
Wheeldon. By the end of lap three, less than 1.5 seconds 
separated Harris, Wheeldon and Rose, whilst the Prosport 
LM3000 of Paul Spencer battled with the Chevron of Chris Hart 
for the lead of the invitation class. 

On lap four, at the exit of the Bomb Hole, Wheeldon got his rear 
tyre on some of the oil and spun out, recovering onto the track a 
fraction of a second ahead of Mark Burton’s Team OBR Saker. On 
the following lap, Chris Hart made it past Spencer and on the next 
lap he passed Burton, moving into 4th place overall.

Rose had been pressuring Harris for the lead and on lap nine he 
finally succumbed at turn two, when Rose had a run on him 
through Riches and took the inside line for Montreal. On lap 
eleven, Harris then spun and lost ten seconds behind Rose, who 
set about increasing the gap to fourteen seconds by the time the 
chequered flag was shown. Harris finished 2nd with Wheeldon 
eight seconds behind him in 3rd place and Hart’s Chevron GR8 
took the invitation class win, finishing 4th overall.

Steve Harris, said: “What a weekend! It’s only the first year for 
the Saker Challenge in the UK, but there is so much competi-
tion and so many battles on track already! It’s great fun! Bring 
on the world final in Zandvoort!”

Other News

One of the Dutch Saker GT’s won its class at the 24 hours of 
Barcelona last weekend! A great effort for the team! Congratula-
tions!

Finally

I am looking forward to seeing our UK teams at Zandvoort on the 
29th and 30th October, for the World Final. Here, we expect 
around thirty Saker teams to battle for the honour of being 
crowned World Champion!

Kindest regards

Roxie Marandi Rose
Fun Cup UK/Saker Sportscars UK 
Race Co-ordinator 

TV Schedule

Oulton Park    RACEMAX on

Thurs 25th August:
19.00hrs (Sky Sports 3)

Fri 26th August:
10.00hrs, 13.00hrs & 16.00hrs (Sky Sports 3)

Sat 27th August: 
04.00hrs (Sky Sports 3)

Sun 28th August:
06.00hrs (Sky Sports 3)

Oulton Park & Brands Hatch

Wednesday 3rd September:
18.23hrs plus repeats (still awaiting full schedule - expecting 
this next week

Brands Hatch   RACEMAX on

Thursday 15th September:
19.00hrs & 24.00hrs (Sky Sports 4)

Friday 16th September:
13.00hrs (Sky Sports 3) & 17.00hrs (Sky Sports 4)

Sunday 18th September:
06.00hrs (Sky Sports 3)

The battles will continue at Snetterton in September.

Brands Hatch
13th and 14th August

NEXT ROUND
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Fastest Laps

RACE 1

RACE 2

RACE 3

RACE 4

ROSE

BOENDER

ROSE

WHEELDON

50.249

50.677

50.211

50.687

TV

The upcoming Saker TV dates are:

OULTON PARK on Racemax:
Thu 25th Aug: 19.00hrs (Sky Sports 3)
Fri 26th Aug: 10.00hrs (Sky Sports 3), 13.00hrs (Sky Sports 3) & 16.00hrs (Sky Sports 3)
Sat 27th Aug: 04.00hrs (Sky Sports 3)
Sun 28th Aug: 06.00hrs (Sky Sports 3)

OULTON PARK & BRANDS HATCH on Motors TV:
Weds 3rd Sep: 18.23hrs plus repeats (still awaiting full schedule - expecting this next week)

BRANDS HATCH on Racemax:
Thu 15th Sep: 19.00hrs (Sky Sports 4) & 24.00hrs (Sky Sports 4)
Fri 16th Sep: 13.00hrs (Sky Sports 3) & 17.00hrs (Sky Sports 4)
Sun 18th Sep: 06.00hrs (Sky Sports 3)

Photography

Thank you to Marvin Hall and Az Edwards for their great pictures. 

More pictures by Az Edwards can be seen at:
www.AE-Photography.co.uk and he will be happy to offer discount
if you wish to purchase any prints.
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